
How to Replicate a Production FlexiCapture Project for Development and Testing 

I've received a reply from ABBYY, and their advice is to create a separate project identical to the first, 
then export the document definitions from the first and import them into the second.  Then the second 
project can be the development project -- when changes are ready for production, you export the 
changed document definitions from the development project and import them into the production 
project (you'd have to do some doc def renaming along the way). 
 
This works clumsily, but does work provided your changes are to the document definitions themselves.  
If the changes involve workflows or project properties or import profiles, you'd have to manually 
duplicate the changes from the development project back to the production project. 
 
As for creating the initial development project, you can shortcut things a bit if you're willing to do a little 
non-text editing.   Every ABBYY FlexiCapture project, whether distributed or standalone, has a GUID 
assigned to it.  For standalone projects, that GUID is stored in the "*.fcproj" file in the project's 
directory.   You can see the GUID if you open that file with an editor that preserves non-text characters 
(a hex editor, or a clever text editor like Notepad++ ). 
 
So if you do these steps, you will have a duplicate distributed project that you can then do development 
with.  Be aware that import and export paths are also duplicated, so one of the first post actions you will 
need to do is to break those duplications (so that your development work doesn't end up in the 
production stream). 
 
1.  Open the existing (production) distributed project in the FC10 Project Setup Station 
2.  Export the project (menu bar "Project" -> "Export Project...").  This will create a duplicate standalone 
project on disk. 
3.  In a non-text-character-allowing editor, open the standalone project's "*.fcproj" file 
4.  Find the GUID.  It starts at roughly byte #150, and is a sequence of 8 hex chars, a dash, 4 hex chars, a 
dash, 4 hex chars, a dash, 4 hex chars, a dash, and 12 hex chars.  In the *.fcproj file, it appears to be 
stored in double-byte characters, but reads best opened as ANSI or UTF-8, so you'll see something like: 
        $9_8_c_e_0_f_a_a_-_1_6_b_1_-_4_f_5_6_-_2_d_a_0_-_4_3_c_5_7_a_3_4_b_2_0_9 
5.  Change any one of the hex characters.  Presto!  ABBYY now thinks this is a different project. 
6.  Open the standalone project with FC10 Project Setup Station. 
7.  Disable any automatic import profiles (uncheck the "Check Hot Folder every" option) 
8.  Upload the project as a new distributed project. 
 
You can theoretically do this every time you undertake another round of development changes, so that 
you're assured your development project starts out the same as production as it currently exists. 

If you have more question, contact us for guidance. 

support@criteriafirst.com 

972-492-4428 
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